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Newsletter of the parish of Middleham with Coverdale, 

East Witton & Thornton Steward 

 
Bridge at Coverham 

 
Please cascade ‘Bridge’ to others. 

Please email jervaulxliz@gmail.com if you would like to be added to the mailing list. 

 

 

 

If you have any photos of bridges in the parish, please send them to jervaulxliz@gmail.com 
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 Letter from the Rectory – Rev’d Liz 
Lots of us have been saying, ‘I can’t wait to we get back to normal.’ I have to say that visiting my mum last 

week, a previously ‘normal’ experience, was joyous. With the exception of Christmas Day I hadn’t seen her 

for 8 months and I am thankful for a warm, sunny day, so that we were able to sit comfortably outside. It 

wasn’t quite the ‘normal’ experience, though, as I couldn’t give her a hug.  But it was still lovely. 

 

As well as talking about ‘getting back to normal’, people have started talking about ‘the new normal’. One 

of my ‘new normals’ is Zoom which has enabled me to chat with friends scattered far and wide. I’d never 

even heard of Zoom till the pandemic. 

For others, the ‘new normal’ has been the flexibility of being able to work from home (acknowledging it 

doesn’t suit everyone) – while others have got into daily walking and feel better for it. 

 

But am I right to look for the positive in what has been such a 

devastating experience? Or am I just trying to look on the bright 

side – trying to see the glass as half full as opposed to half 

empty? 

 

Some of us may not feel ready to see the possibility of anything 

positive coming out of the last year – the loss of so many things 

that Covid has brought is still felt too keenly, and the situation 

we are currently seeing in India and South Asia remind us that 

the pandemic is still with us and causing deep grief. It is right to 

lament for the terrible loss that has taken place and is still taking 

place. But maybe in the not too distant future we can also begin 

to hope for the day when we can allow ourselves to recognise that some good can come out of this terrible 

situation. In the Christian narrative we call this redemption: the belief that God can transform something 

that seems utterly dark into something of light and goodness. The clearest example of this is seen in Jesus’s 

crucifixion and death followed by his resurrection. We all experience situations in life where we hope 

redemption can happen. 

This isn’t a glib optimism that ‘everything will turn out ok.’ The last year has shown us that for so many 

people things haven’t work out ok. But we continue to hope that darkness will not have the last word, 

reminding ourselves that in Christ ‘the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it’.  

 

For good to come out of this period of human history we will need to reflect on it and learn from our 

experience – individually, as communities and as a species. Maybe this will also help us as we face the 

arguably bigger problem of climate change.  

The Bishop of Leeds, our diocesan bishop, Nick Baines, asked us to reflect on the following questions: 

• What have we lost that we need to regain? 

• What have we lost that needs to stay lost? 

• What have we gained that we need to keep and build upon? 

• What have we gained that we now need to lose for the future? 

You may find these questions useful for yourself, or your organisation. Being honest with ourselves about 

both the good and the bad will help us all to move forward. Blessings to you all.  

 

Verse of the Month: Psalm 107:1-2 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever. 

Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, those he redeemed from trouble  



Emergency food supplies available:  
Please contact 07796 988302 (text/phone. Confidential. 

Discreet collection/ delivery can be arranged. Or private 

               message Lorna Skelton on Facebook)  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NEW HELPLINE: Citizens Advice Money & Benefits Advice Service, N Yorks 

Call 0300 3031 598 Monday to Friday 9.00 to 4.00 
Email advice can be requested via the contact form on website cany.org.uk 

Citizens Advice Mid-North Yorkshire 
Hambleton Office: 277 High Street, Northallerton, DL7 8DW. Tel: 01609 776551 

Richmondshire Office: 23 Newbiggin, Richmond, DL10 4DX. Tel: 01748 823862 
www.citizensadvicehrs.org.uk 

 

FOODBANK SUPPORT 
If you would like to contribute to the food bank in Richmondshire – please place items (as 

stated on the can, left) – in boxes located in the following parts of the parish: 
The Grange, East Witton;  

Top of drive to Coverham Abbey 
Applegarth House, Leyburn Road, Middleham 

 
Thanks to Jo Harrison-Topham and Harriet Corner for organising these collections which 

will go to the Store House which is based in Richmond at Influence Church. 
 

And thanks to everyone who contributes so that hungry families have something to eat. 
 

Hear To Help Just B 
Just B is offering emotional wellbeing support to people in the Harrogate 
District, Hambleton and Richmondshire,  
with our new ‘Hear to Help’ phoneline.  
Available to anyone who may be dealing with anxiety/low mood etc -  

children, young people, and adults.  
The line is staffed by trained staff and volunteers and is available seven days a week, 8am-8pm.  
Please see our safeguarding and information policy: Click here for our safeguarding and information policy 
Call (01423) 856 799.* Calls are charged at local rates and may vary dependent on time of day and or even be 
included within your call package. Please visit Ofcom for further details https://bit.ly/localcallcharges. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bridge magazine:  
Please forward Bridge to people you think might be interested – 
and if anyone wants to sign up directly we would be delighted to 
hear from you –  email jervaulxliz@gmail.com 
A few hard copies are available for those who do not have access 
to technology. If you are in that situation and would like to sign up, 
please write to Liz Moody, Applegarth House, Middleham DL8 4PL . 
Currently Bridge is available free of charge to those unable to 
access Bridge technologically, because of the generous 
underwriting by a donor, and we are thankful for other donations 
we have received.  

The work done to produce Bridge is not done by professional admin staff so we are thankful for your 
patience!  

https://www.cany.org.uk/Contact-us
http://cany.org.uk/
http://www.citizensadvicehrs.org.uk/
https://justb.org.uk/hear-to-help/
https://justb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Updated-H2H-Safeguarding-and-Data-Statement-Jan-2021.pdf
https://bit.ly/localcallcharges
mailto:jervaulxliz@gmail.com


Coverdale Book Club   
Our next meeting is on Tuesday May 11th at 11am we will be discussing Big 
Sky by Kate Atkinson. 
In the following month we are meeting on Tuesday June 8th at 11am 
when we will be discussing Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell. 
All meetings are currently being held on Zoom for a lively discussion of 
the book. If you’d like to join us, please email martindstott@gmail.com 
07821 685084 

  

Bible Book Club  
Saturday May 22nd at 11.30am – 12.30pm.  We’ll be looking at ‘Jonah’.  

We’ll be meeting at Applegarth House, Leyburn Road, Middleham (outdoors 

if the weather is nice) if you’d like to join us 

 
 

 
Leyburn Library Services 
BROWSING has restarted. 
Mondays 10am-12 midday and 1pm-3pm,  
Tuesdays 10am-12midday and 2.30pm-4.30pm, 
Fridays 10am-12.20pm and 2.20pm-3pm, and  
Saturdays 10am-12midday 
Come to the door of the library in the corridor and you will be welcome if 
there are no more than 4 customers in the library already. 
 
To guarantee a time slot, please ring us on 01609 535971 
Public Computer times: 
Tuesday and Friday, 45 minute sessions at 12.30 and 13.30 must be pre-
booked by phoning 01609 535971. Socially-distanced tech advice will be 

         available on Tuesdays. 
Leyburn Library is still offering Select and Collect Service for customers who would prefer not to browse: you 
can reserve books online via your library account, or telephone us on 01609 535971 to tell us what you would 
like and to arrange a collection time. 
An answerphone is available if phoneline is engaged, or out of hours. 
Books can be returned anytime that volunteers are in the library, into the small green boxes at both doors of 
the library. We look forward to seeing you at the Library 

 
 

Bells to mark the death of HRH the Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh 

Following the death of HRH Prince Philip, and on the day of his funeral, you may have 

heard the sound of a church bell tolling in parts of the parish. 

With thanks to our bell ringers for helping us to mark these events. 

If you are interested in finding out more about bellringing please email 

wensleydaleringers@gmail.com or via Facebook at Wensleydale Ringers, via twitter at #wensleydaleringers 

 

 

 

mailto:martindstott@gmail.com
tel:07821%20685084
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Middleham Sports and Community Wellbeing Association (MSCWA) 

Spring update: 

The sun appears to bought actions in many ways. 

The Community Garden is full of new life be it new helpers and plot tenderers. The centre part has been 

tidied with the Petanque markers cleared, the spoil moved to the redwood allowing delivery of new manure 

and wood chippings. The poor ivy on the bank before the entrance on the left has even gained a new friend…. 

a large holly tree, how appropriate! 

Football re-commenced with League matches from Saturday 10th 

April which will continue with mid weeks matches until June 30th in 

accordance with FA guidelines. 

This will mean the bottom goal posts being removed mid-week to 

allow cricket from April 24th. 

Leyburn Football Club intend continuing with us again next season, 

but if  anyone is interested to re-establish Middleham Football club 

with a proper committee of Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, 

groundsman at least as a committee, contact me, please. 

Various tidying issues have progressed and we now have a flat surface 

near the scoreboard pending a storage lean-to and spectating area out of the west wind! 

A new set of 5-a-side goals have been purchased and the old 2 sets merged into one. 

If any local group wishes to use the main pitch with the nets of 

5 aside set for a match, please let me know. Rounders can also 

be set up/marked out. Hopefully a Petanque court will 

become available during the summer with croquet. 

Contacts: 

Community Garden: Nigel or Amanda 07594814524 

Messy boot: Kathy Wheeler 07866132787 

Cricket: Richard Sanderson (or me 01969 625365) 

5 aside football/Senior Football/Rounders/Golf: Nigel / me. 

Richard Fletcher (Secretary MSCWA 01969-

625365/rgfsmarden@btopenworld.com 

Text-07743018274) 

 

Middleham Cricket Club  

Cricket starts again on Saturday April 24th with over a month’s worth of ground preparation already done on 

the wicket (not the OUT!!-in joke for anyone interested-see 

National press re ‘the Hundred’).  

The World Golden Oldies over 50’s International 

Tournament has been postponed again till 2022. However, 

this will give us time to get the ground looking its best. 

Drainage in the bottom corner is awaiting quotes and the 

building of a small extension at the scoreboard end of the 

pavilion as a store.  

Normally, Junior cricket is on Mondays and midweek 

evening league matches played. 

As usual more players (as well as scorers and ground help) for the 1st and 2nd X! are welcome-contact us…. 

Contact: Richard Sanderson 07710652348 (or Richard Fletcher 07743018274.). 

 

mailto:01969-625365/rgfsmarden@btopenworld.com
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Coverdale news: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assuming Covid restrictions allow, Coverdale Churches' Plant Sale is planned to go ahead in as near to its usual 

format as possible on 5th June 2021 at Coverdale Memorial Hall, Carlton (starting 11 am).  

Our team members are busy growing lots of plants, so please leave some space in your borders!  

Any enquiries to Anne on 01969 640448. 

 

Save the date: 

Coverham Abbey will be hosting a charity plant fair (Flower Power 

Fairs) on Sunday, 8th August this year. Opening times is from 11 til 4.        

Refreshments will be available. 

 

Coverdale WI: Save the Date 

The following Coverdale WI events are scheduled to be held at Coverdale Memorial Hall,  

details will be shared nearer the event. Please save the dates: 

 Saturday 17th July   - Outdoor bingo with food 6-9pm  

 Sunday 1st August   - Yorkshire Day 

   Friday 15th October   - Domino drive (rescheduled from February) 

   Thursday 2nd December - Coverdale over 65’s Christmas supper 

                     

                
                                         

                     

                                                                  

                                                            

                                     

                                       

 
 

 Coverdale Memorial Hall Annual General Meeting 
 Wednesday 26th May 2021 7.30pm  All Welcome 

 



  

 

The Parish of Middleham with Coverdale, East Witton and Thornton Steward 

‘Jervaulx Churches’ 
Our worshipping life continues in person (outdoors), with a review of our pattern of worship imminent.   

So far, our outdoor services have been blessed with fine weather. Here is a flavour of our Easter Service at Middleham, 

complete with a masked Easter Bunny! 

 

 

 

 

 

We continue to pray for the parish, and will also continue to send out email services for Wednesdays 

and Sundays (see below). In addition, our churches continue to be open for private prayer on 

Wednesdays, 9am – 5pm (unless there is a funeral). 

Parish e-services: 

Sundays  - a weekly email service of worship 

Wednesdays - a weekly email reflection following ‘We make the road by walking’ by Brian McLaren – pursuing 

‘aliveness’.  Please email jervaulxliz@gmail.com – to be added (BCC) to our email services group.  

Sunday Worship in person 

Sunday 2nd May:    10am Middleham Churchyard 

Sunday 9th May:  11am East Witton Churchyard 

Sunday 16th May:  11am Horsehouse Churchyard 

Sunday 23rd May:  10am Thornton Steward Churchyard 

Sunday 30th May 11am Coverham Churchyard 

 



Deanery ‘Jervaulx’ Ascension Day Service – because of the limit on numbers that can meet in a public/ 

privately owned venue (as set by the government in law due to the pandemic), this service cannot take place 

in person, even though it is outdoors. It will therefore be on Zoom at 7pm. If you would like the link, please 

email jervaulxliz@gmail.com 

 

Weddings and Funerals Update: (subject to change)  
Weddings 
From 17 May at the earliest, up to 30 people will be allowed to attend weddings (depending on the size of the 
building; less if the venue is small) 
From 21 June at the earliest, the government aims to remove all limits on social contact, including lifting 
wedding restrictions. 
However, the guidance may be that masks will remain compulsory, and congregational singing may still not be 
allowed. We await further announcements. 
 
Funerals are limited up to a maximum of 30 up to 21 June at the earliest, though this could be less depending 
on the capacity to safely socially distance in each particular church building or crematorium.   
Up to 15 people are allowed at the interment of ashes.  
Funerals directors have current information on government guidelines, and parish policies, which vary.  
 
 

APP to help you pray (free to download): 
 

‘Reflect’ - Christian Mindfulness 
Mindfulness is an excellent way to learn relaxation and to reduce stress 
levels. This app contains reflections and meditations based on the 

Christian principles of biblical meditation and contemplative prayer. Each reflection is a guided audio describing 
a particular practice to follow. There are four pieces of relaxing music that you add as background to the 
meditations. 
 

 

Covid and the Charitable sector 

All charities, including the church, have been severely impacted by the 

Covid pandemic as far as their funds are concerned. Meanwhile, 75% of 

the population have been able to save due to lockdowns and restrictions 

inhibiting usual spending – shopping/ socialising/ holidays, for example.  

If you would like to support your local churches, maybe as a way to 

express your thanks to God that your livelihood has been secure, or just as an expression of thankfulness, an 

easy way is to do so is via the links below. All donations are completely confidential – only the church 

treasurers are aware of any donations. 

In anticipation, we offer you our thanks as a parish. 

Middleham: https://www.jervaulxchurches.co.uk/middleham.php 

Coverdale: https://www.jervaulxchurches.co.uk/coverdale.php 

East Witton: https://www.jervaulxchurches.co.uk/east-witton.php 

Thornton Steward: https://www.jervaulxchurches.co.uk/thornton-steward.php 

 
And our repeated thanks to those who have and do contribute so generously  

mailto:jervaulxliz@gmail.com
https://www.jervaulxchurches.co.uk/middleham.php
https://www.jervaulxchurches.co.uk/coverdale.php
https://www.jervaulxchurches.co.uk/east-witton.php
https://www.jervaulxchurches.co.uk/thornton-steward.php


Bird notes from Richard Wells 

For a birdwatcher there is no more exciting time than 

the spring – the arrival of our summer visitors after 

long and sometimes perilous journeys lasting 

thousands of miles.   

Just think about birds like chiffchaff (above left) and swallow (above right) – smaller than sparrows - 

which have survived the African heat of our winter and then set off over deserts and seas to arrive 

here…and all we offer them is a lot of depressingly cold weather.  

But they are here. Frank Johnston got the ball rolling with two 

wheatear (right – female and male) at Pinkers Pond on the early 

date of March 18.  Three days later 

a chiffchaff was heard in the 

garden of the Blue Lion in East 

Witton and by the end of the month blackcap (left, male and female) and 

the first sand martins (right) were in our parishes.    

Swallows were a bit later – the first I heard of was a pair at Sowden Beck on April 9. And 

Sam Anderson had the first house martin (below left) a few days after that.    

Then there was a bit of a lull, no doubt caused by those cold days and 

even colder nights when the migrants held back from venturing further 

north.   So cold was it that winter fieldfares made a brief appearance, 

no doubt having their last taste of local insects before heading off to 

Scandinavia for the summer.   After that, the next summer migrant to 

appear was a male redstart (r) at the Stepping Stones between 

Middleham and East Witton on April 20.   By my reckoning that is 

about a week later than when they normally arrive.    

In other news, Janet and Robert Harker were 

delighted to see a nuthatch (left) enjoying 

the bird feeder in their garden in Melmerby 

in mid-April; I reckon there are at least three 

pairs of mandarin duck (right)  looking to 

nest along the rivers Cover and Ure, a marsh 

tit (left) singing in Cover Gorge was a highlight 

for me.   And finally, when the Stocken family 

told me about two kingfishers (below r) they had seen on the River Ure at the end of 

February I assumed that would be the start of lots of 

sightings of this colourful bird in our parishes. But I 

haven’t seen one this year.  Very unusual. Am I alone?  

Your sightings are always welcome at 

rmwellsew14@gmail.com   

 

Unusual-visitor-to-the-garden award for this month must go to Anne Stansfield at 

Gellpool  - a guinea fowl.   Anyone lost one? 

 

  
 



 Dales Police Report 
Firstly, an update on the planned move of Leyburn Police Station to the shared facility at Leyburn Fire Station. 

The sharp eyed amongst you will have noticed that this has not happened yet. It is still going ahead but has 

been delayed due to a technical problem with IT. We will keep you posted as to when we are moving.  

The last month has seen little in the way of crime. One stand out offence was the theft overnight on 23rd 

March of 10 chimney pots, valued at over £500, from outside Cellar Antiques in Hawes. Please contact us with 

any information. 

We have taken a number of reports of attempted scams. Please remember that a genuine bank or 

organisation will never contact you out of the blue to ask for your PIN, full password or to move money to 

another account. Only give out your personal or financial details to use a service that you have given your 

consent to, that you trust and that you are expecting to be contacted by.  Also, don’t be tricked into giving a 

fraudster access to your personal or financial details. Never click on a link in an unexpected email or text. And 

finally, always question uninvited approaches in case it’s a scam. Instead contact the company directly using a 

known email or phone number.  If you have been affected by fraud, report it to Action Fraud (0300 123 2040 

or www.actionfraud.police.uk ). 

Retiring 

On a personal note, I shall be retiring in 

May from the police and my role as Beat 

Manager and Wildlife Crime Officer at 

Leyburn. I would like to take this 

opportunity to pay tribute to the many 

past and present colleagues who I have 

worked with in the last 29 years, and 

whose support and friendship has been 

much appreciated. Policing is a unique 

and varied career, with many challenges. 

When I joined we were largely focused 

on crime, whereas your average officer 

today has a wide range of demands, not 

only investigating crime and disorder, 

but also working with partners to safeguard victims and the vulnerable.  Personally, when dealing with people 

I have always tried to work on the principle that behaviour breeds behaviour. This approach must have had 

some success as I very rarely needed to draw my truncheon, and was only shot at once (he missed!).  A big 

thank you to the dedicated volunteers, such as Dales Watch, who help to keep crime levels low, and 

Swaledale Mountain Rescue Team, who are always there to help with the seemingly impossible. They are just 

two examples of the support which is freely given in our amazing Dales.  Others, such as my friends in the 

Yorkshire Dales National Park and RSPB deserve a mention, but this risks becoming an Oscar acceptance 

speech! 

Stay safe, Julian Sutcliffe     Northern Dales Neighbourhood Police Team 

 

Zoe Armstrong is the new PCSO officer who has been allocated to Middleham and Lower Wensleydale. 

 

 

 

http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/


Hospital Transport 
Parish support groups may be able to provide transport to local medical/ dental practices. Different parts of 
the area have their own arrangements so contact your parish council to see if they can support in this way. 
In Middleham contact David Keep 07531580499 or office@middlehamtowncouncil.co.uk in the first instance. 
 

If you have an appointment at one of the hospitals for our district, and no family or 
friends are available to help, you will be asked to contact PTS (Patients Transport 
Service) which is provided by Yorkshire Air Ambulance (0300 3302000 between 8am – 
6pm). They accept the most critically ill people within the following criteria: 
outpatients; admission or discharge from hospital; regular life-saving treatment e.g. 
dialysis, chemotherapy. PTS are reluctant to speak to anyone but the patient who 
must have appointment details when they phone. PTS is free of charge. 
 

If none of the above is possible, contact the Leyburn Hub on 01969 624510 or admin@leyburnartscentre.com  
The Hub has arranged to provide transport via NYCC Transport Service run by volunteers, but is not free of 
charge. For journeys up to 44 miles, the charge is 45p a mile. For journeys more than 44 miles, the charge is 
capped at £20. Pay the driver by cash or cheque at the end of the journey. 
 

 The Federation of Middleham & Spennithorne Schools 
We said ‘goodbye’ to, Mrs Evans, the outgoing headteacher, at the end 
of last term, in a gathering on the school playground where she was 
presented with various gifts and cards by the children, and the Chair of 
Governors, Lesley Sweeting thanked her and wished her well as she 
moved to the Bristol area to begin her new job.  
We have ‘interim’ headteachers in place currently, via an arrangement 
with the Dales Academy Trust, Mrs L. Probets (headteacher at St Francis of 
Assisi CE Primary School) and Mr S. Robson (headteacher at Croft CE Primary 
School). 
A new head has been appointed, and that person will be announced, and 
introduced to Bridge readers, when all checks and procedures have been 
completed. For those of you who supported us in prayer through the 
appointment process, and those who wished us well, we are thankful. 

 
 
Middleham Key Centre, Park Lane, Middleham DL8 4RA  

Tel: 01969 624002  Email:office@middleham-key.co.uk 

www.middlehamkeycentre.co.uk 

The Key Centre office is open Mon-Thurs 9am-2pm.  

The services we offer at present are photocopying, 

internet access, general information and providing 

recycling boxes and bags. 

We are on the lookout for willing volunteers. If you can 

spare some time to support our work in the community and the smooth running of the centre, please contact 

us for a chat. My number is 01969 622615. Thank you, Lesley. 

The Hair Shoppe: at Middleham Key Centre. Telephone Claire on 01969 624401 to make appointments. 

Middleham Town Council: If you wish to contact the Town Clerk ring 07531 580499. Email: 

office@middlehamtowncouncil.co.uk Website: www.middlehamtowncouncil.co.uk 

Communitv Police: If you need to contact our local PCSO please telephone 101 the non-emergency number. 

* *We still ask you to wear a mask on entering the building and use the hand sanitiser at the entrance. 

 

 

mailto:office@middlehamtowncouncil.co.uk
mailto:admin@leyburnartscentre.com
mailto:office@middleham-key.co.uk


Richmondshire District Council 

Sheltered Housing, Lifeline and Telecare 

Sheltered Housing 
Sheltered housing accommodation is designed for older and disabled people. It enables 

residents to lead an independent lifestyle in a setting which encourages social interaction with 

the benefits of support from an on site warden and emergency alarm system. 

Accommodation varies from scheme to scheme, but generally there are one and two bedroom flats, bungalows and 

fully self contained studio flats available. 

Locations - The council has sheltered housing schemes in: 

⚫ St Cuthberts Green, Barton    Queen’s Court, Richmond 

⚫ St Edmunds Close and Brompton Court, Brompton on Swale 
⚫ Noels Court, Catterick Village    Oak Tree Court, Colburn 

⚫ Thornborough Hall Gardens, Leyburn    Quaker Close and Lanthorne, Reeth 

Lifeline 

Lifeline is a service run by the council which provides reassurance, emergency support and peace of mind to its users, 24 

hours a day, 365 days a year. 

 It is available to anyone over 60, disabled people and residents returning 

home from hospital who require some back up support during their 

convalescence. 

Lifeline provides people with a special unit which connects them via the 

telephone network to a call centre. Customers can summon help at any 

time by pressing either of the alarm trigger buttons supplied with the unit. 

The operator at the call centre talks to the caller, giving them reassurance 

and will summon further help if required. The help the operator can 

provide ranges from giving verbal reassurance, to contacting a friend, 

neighbour, relative, mobile warden or the medical and emergency 

services. 

There is a charge for the lifeline service. For more information on the help 

available contact 01748 901147. 

Telecare 
Telecare also helps people live independently in their home. It may help by fitting some equipment with a wireless link 

to a lifeline - a type of telephone. This equipment can automatically tell the telephone to make an alarm call if help or 

support is needed. 

Telecare equipment can raise the alarm to a specialist centre 24 hours a day. Trained operators will have users’ 

information and know who to call in an emergency. Like the lifeline system this could be family, friends, carers or the 
emergency services.  

Equipment 

Some of the equipment which can be provided and details of how it can  help include: 

⚫ Smoke Detector: wireless smoke detector can raise the alarm in cases of fire 

⚫ Fall Detector: will identify a fall and get help quickly 

⚫ Flood Detector: can identify an overflowing bath or sink 

There is a charge for the lifeline service. Any additional telecare equipment is also subject to a small additional charge. 

For more information on any of the above services contact: 

Richmondshire District Council, Mercury House, Station Road, Richmond  DL10 4JX   01748 901147 

enquiries@richmondshire.gov.uk richmondshire.gov.uk 

For the full document, click on: Sheltered housing, lifeline and telecare (richmondshire.gov.uk) 

 

https://www.richmondshire.gov.uk/media/11394/sheltered-housing-and-telecare-2019.pdf


The Dales Countryside Museum in Hawes 
…will reopen on 17 May with a special exhibition telling the story of schools in the Upper Dales. 

A blockbuster photo mosaic made from nearly 2,300 
images of youth and school-life in the Upper Dales will 
greet you on entry.  
 
A Mosaic of Dales Youth was created by The People’s 
Picture, an art and design studio led by artist Helen 
Marshall. The photo tiles come together to reveal a whole 
new image selected by Marshall - portraits of David 
Hodgson of Askrigg School, aged 7 in 1954, and Joan 
Miller of Yorebridge Grammar, aged 12 in 1946.   
  
‘The Story of Schools in the Upper Dales’ is also told 

through interpretation boards, vintage and modern photographs, a short film and oral histories.  Themes 
include the changing journey to school, the tension between learning and earning and the life of teachers, 
‘Kiddy Catchers’ and bus drivers. 
Fourteen oral history interviews took place with well-known local people who attended Upper Dales schools 
from the 1930s onwards.   
‘Recording their stories has been a project highlight,’ said project manager, Emily Rowe Rawlence. ‘The 
exhibition is full of anecdotes, from filling pockets with bullets in WWII, to walking alone through brutal 
weather two miles to school and back at only five-years-old, to being sent down the pub to buy cigarettes for 
the headmaster at breaktime.  Each person had a fascinating story to tell of a Dales childhood in the 30s, 40s, 
50s or 60s.  Together with the giant photo mosaic that is four and a half metres wide, they bring the last 
century to life.’ 
  
Fiona Rosher, Museum Manager said: “We look forward to welcoming both visitors and local people to enjoy 
the exhibition and hope they will share their memories of school life with families and friends. There will be 
family-friendly activities, emotive displays and thought-provoking educational resources’.” 

 
 

The exhibition will open at DCM on 17 May, and run till 18 July 2021. 
Visit https://www.thenashhawes.org/Schools 

https://www.dalescountrysidemuseum.org.uk/ for further information. 
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Leyburn Amateur 

Dramatic Society 

…have had a very quiet behind the 

scenes year. 

After reaching dress rehearsal stage 

with their production of the comedy 

“Pardon Me Prime Minister,” 

the plug had to be pulled because of 

Covid. 

Since then the society have relied 

on zoom meetings, zoom socialising, 

and had play readings and murder 

mystery plays for their own 

enjoyment via zoom. 

The producer Carrol Thomas has 

started plans to resume this very 

funny comedy to be staged at the 

Leyburn Arts Centre,  October 14th 

to 16th at 7.30 pm, hoping of course 

that by that date restrictions will be 

well and truly over and events can 

proceed normally again. 

LADS member Tony Scully is busy 

writing the script for the Forties 

weekend which hopefully will be 

reinstated once more in Leyburn in 

July for LADS popular “ELLO ELLO 

meets Dad’s Army“ again. 

The society are a small group of happy thespians who enjoy live theatre . 

Carrol Thomas (chair) would be delighted to have new members to join this happy band. 

Please contact her on 01969 640689 

Leyburn Band by Sandy Walker 

Exciting news! IF . . . the government’s “roadmap” continues 
successfully, then we will be playing in public again in May. 
This will be our first gig as a band since before the first 
lockdown. 
The Swaledale Festival is organising free Family Fun Days on 
Reeth Green over the bank holiday weekend at the end of the 
month and we will be performing on the Sunday. 
Our conductor has advised us to start practising regularly at 
home now, if we haven’t already been doing so. Brass 
instrument players in the band also need to “get their lip back 

in” after not playing much for a while, in order to produce pleasant sounds and to prevent discomfort. I would 
add that we (ok, I!) need to get fitter and build up some stamina, as playing for any length of time can be hard 
work.  All band members need strong lungs, so breathing exercises (good for everyone in these Covid times) 
are also essential.  
Please come to Reeth Green and support us on Sunday 30th May 2021 at 11am and again at 2pm and have 
some fun! 
 



LEYBURN ARTS & COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Tickets / Info: 01969 624510    leyburnartscentre.com 

             (£6 or 60+/U18  £5. All tickets must be bought in advance – please phone the office) 
 

C I N E M A  

FRI  21  MAY   6pm Military Wives  (12A) 1hr 52m 
 

FRI  28  MAY   6pm Parasite  (15) 2hrs 12m 
 

FRI   4  JUNE  6pm Love Sarah  (12A) 1hr 37m 
 

FRI  11  JUNE  6pm Dark Waters  (12A) 2hrs 6m 
 

FRI  18  JUNE  6pm The Bee Gees: How Can You Mend a Broken Heart  (12) 1hr 51m 
 

FRI  25  JUNE  6pm The Call of the Wild  (PG) 1hr 40m 
 

O T H E R  E V E N T S  
PLANT FAYRE 
 

Come along and join us on May 7, 8 & 9 (Friday, Saturday & Sunday). We are open from 10:30 to 3pm 
(outdoors, so weather permitting). Entry is FREE. Plants for sale. Books, CDs, DVDs, Jigsaws & Bric-a-brac.   

 

 

 

 

 

Which bridge? 
Do you know which bridge this is?  

Which stretch of water does it span? 

What year did it open? 

How long is it (to nearest 100m)? 

 

Answers at the end of ‘Bridge’. 

 

 

 

 

Next Bridge: June 2021  

Please send any items to: jervaulxliz@gmail.com by the deadline: 15th May, 2021.  

It may sometimes be necessary to edit articles. We will endeavour to liaise with you when this happens, but it may 
not always be possible. 

Please note that the views expressed in the articles are those of the author. 

 

Contacts:  

Revs Jeff and Liz:  01969 326069     

Churchwardens:   

Middleham – Margaret Brabban 01969 624388;   

East Witton & Thornton Steward: Mary Fawbert 01969 623007/ Karen Newsam 01969 622395;   

Coverdale: Anne Readshaw 01969 640448  

Methodist Minister: Rev Melanie Reed: 01969 623818;      RC priest: Fr Michael: 01969 623141 

 

 

mailto:jervaulxliz@gmail.com


ADVERTS 
During lockdown and the publishing of a limited version of bridge, we have not included our advertisers who contribute 

towards the cost of publication with thanks. With the opening of shops and businesses, we now give the latest list of 

advertisers to whom we are thankful for their donations. 

With new government restrictions in place, please contact the organisation for up to date details of how they are 

trading. 

If you would like to advertise in Bridge, please contact Richard Fletcher (rgfsmarden@btopenworld.com/01969 625365). 

❖ FAIRHURSTS AT Phone 01969 624668 or visit our website www.fairhursts.co.uk 

Fairhursts at Berry’s farm shop and café, Swinithwaite, Leyburn DL8 4UH  

❖ COLLINS AERIALS & SATELLITES LEYBURN: family run business, based in Caldbergh 
01969 640001 or 07539 565787 or email  Collinsaerials@yahoo.co.uk 

❖ JERVAULX ABBEY & TEA ROOMS. After your visit to our privately-owned Abbey, join us at the Tea Rooms, and 
sample our varied menu, or stay on the C.L. caravan site. Tel. 01677 460391. 

❖ ‘WHERE THE RIBBON ENDS’ at Jervaulx Abbey tea rooms 
Award winning wedding cake decorator. Contact Gayle Hussan, 07850416505 

❖ ATRIUM VINTAGE CURTAINS BLINDS & SOFT FURNISHINGS. 
Made to order. Call or email for a free measure up, quote and design consultation. 01969 640550 
atriumvintage@outlook.com 

❖ PREMIERE CARE – Family run private domiciliary care agency supporting our clients with a bespoke home care 
service. Based in Leyburn, we provide hourly care locally and live-in care to clients across Yorkshire. For an informal 
chat about our service please call one of our management team on 01969 622499. 

❖ The MILLINGS RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME, North End, Bedale. Rated as ‘Outstanding’, family owned lovely home in 
beautiful surroundings.  Call Sandra Anderson 01677 423635 or visit www.residential-homes.net 

❖ JANE CARESS LTD - is a well-established domiciliary care company based just outside Masham. We have earned an 
excellent reputation delivering high quality care for adults in this area. Phone Jane for a friendly chat 01677 460051. 

❖ HELEN GREEN CARE Are an Independent Carer and need cover for your time off? Helen Green Care is a Micro 
Provider providing a high standard of person centred for your clients. Regular or annual leave available now. DBS 
and references on request. Call Helen 07798 592272. 

❖ PERSONAL ASSISTANT (GRADUATE) AVAILABLE - HOMECARE / LETTER WRITING BUREAU. Domestic duties 
including cleaning, gardening, shopping, dog walking. Hot or cold meals prepared. Car trips to the shops or 
anywhere else you want to go to. Assistance with walking, wheelchair pushing. Letters composed upon 
consultation, typed and posted or sent as email. Client-friendly rates. Telephone Martin on 07470 127954 (leave 
text or voice message). 

❖ THE HELPFUL NEIGHBOUR - Holiday? Away for a few days?  Looking for an alternative to kennels & catteries? Would 
you like all those small jobs taken care of without imposing on your neighbour?  Pet & house sitting and associated 
tasks call Sarah to discuss requirements.  CRB checked, fully insured & refs available. 

01969 326114 or email: thehelpfulneighbour1@gmail.com   

THE HEALING COLLECTIVE Encouraging health & wellbeing with a range of therapies including Counselling, Reiki, 
Bach Remedies, Reflexology, Indian Head Massage and EFT(‘tapping’).We can also treat animals of all shapes and 
sizes with problem behaviours. Coach House, Berry's Farm Shop and Cafe, Swinithwaite, DL8 4UH 0845 474 2383  
www.healingcollective.co.uk 

❖ A PERFECT ESCAPE TO THE SUN 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom villa in northern Tenerife available for holiday rental, from 
£250 per week. Private garden & balcony, spectacular views of the Atlantic & Mt Teidi. Contact Juliet Maddan for 
further details. j.maddan@btinternet.com 07808 768782 or 01969 663409 

❖ DINAH@TRAVELCOUNSELLORS.COM “Your Local Travel Agent” serving the Dales and Beyond. Full financial 

protection. Quality independent service nearly 40 years’ experience. Call Dinah on 01969 678060 or email. 

❖ LEYBURN FITNESS & WEIGHT MANAGEMENT. Fitness, Nutrition and 121 Weight Management in Leyburn.  Includes: 
Pilates (daytime, evening & 121 sessions), Pilates for Men, Circuit Training, Strength Training, Gentle Exercise, Back 
Care, Reformer Training, boxing fitness, Zumba and much more. Contact Lesley on 07989 365363 or 
lesleyw2308@gmail.com 

mailto:rgfsmarden@btopenworld.com/01969%20625365
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 to book or for further info.  See also Facebook page ‘Lesley Williams, Fitness, Nutrition & Weight management 
coach’. 

❖ KIDZ DAY NURSERY – Places for children 3 months - 5 years. Funded Places available. Before and After School Club, 
and Holiday club. Pick up from Spennithorne school. Phone for details 01969 622833 – 
info@kidzdaynurserymiddleham.co.uk 

❖ PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY BASED AT SPENNITHORNE SCHOOL.  We have funded places available for 2, 3- & 4-year 
olds.  Our Ofsted report was rated 'Good' in March 2017.  We have qualified, experienced staff.  We are open daily 
in term time from 8.45am - 3.15pm, except Wednesdays until 12.45pm. Contact us on 07708 305805 or email 
harmbyunderfives@gmail.com 

❖ THE WENSLEYDALE EXPERIENCE. Yurts, Berry's Farm Shop & Cafe, Dales Walks, Farm Tours, Events and more! We 
launched our own Yurt so you can come and experience the best of the Yorkshire Dales. Or visit our award-winning 
food and farm shop!  The Wensleydale Experience is about giving you the chance to experience the best of the 
Yorkshire Dales. Everything we do is focused on sharing with you a sense of who we are, & what it feels like to live 
and work in Wensleydale. enquiry@wensleydale-experience.com 

❖ ANDREW WAITES MSSCh.Dip.Pod.Med.MBChA.IOSH.JP Podiatrist has appointments available with Debra Kay 
MCFHP MAFHP, Foot Health Practitioner at the Wobbly Dog Chiropody Surgery in Leyburn. Appointments 7 days a 
week. 01969 623189. 

❖ WENSLEYDALE LONGWOOL SHEEP SHOP: Knitting yarns, hand-knit garments, tops and fleeces.  Est 1989. Open 
Tues-Sat, 10-4 and some bank holidays.  01969 623558. www.wensleydalelongwool.co.uk 

❖ VICTORIA’S LINGERIE Stockists of Fantasie, Triumph, Sloggi, Freya & many more. Free fitting service. 11 High St. 
Leyburn. 01969 622102. 

❖ GARDEN SERVICES - Charlotte Townson City & Guilds Horticulture. Variety of work undertaken including: Mowing, 
Weeding, Hedge Trimming, Planting, Veggie Plots, Pruning, Borders, Tidy Up, Wildlife Projects. For a friendly and 
reliable service call Charlotte for a free consultation on: 07510 928566/email: lottit7@hotmail.com 

❖ CENTRAL STORES, Middleham.  Grocers, Newsagents + Off Licence    Open "Till Late" everyday.   Tel. (01969) 
623224. 

❖ HOUSE and HOME Market Place, Leyburn.  HOUSE and HOME Town Hall, Leyburn HARDWARE, Gardening Items, 
Tools, GIFTS, Camping & Caravan Accessories.  Plus the biggest TOYSHOP in the area.  Tel. (01969) 622150.  

❖ LEYBURN ANTIQUES AND COLLECTABLES, Central Buildings, Leyburn.  20 Dealers under one roof. House clearances: 
part or complete. Antiques and Collectables bought and sold., 

❖ WENSLEYDALE PAYROLL & BOOKKEEPING – a bespoke bookkeeping and/or payroll service to small businesses.  Tel: 
07810 521982 www.wensleydalepayroll.co.uk. 

❖ DAWN CLARKSON ASSOCIATES Accountants and Business Advisors. Established reputation for serving small 
businesses.  
Tel: 01969 624999 www.dawnclarkson.co.uk. 

❖ WILLS AND ESTATE PLANNING Not sure what to include in your Will? Need help completing Probate 
Administration?  Need a Lasting Power of Attorney? Let us help you make the right decisions. Call Dawn Clarkson 
01969 623092 www.willsandestateplanning.co.uk 

❖ John G. Hills, FRICS, CHARTERED SURVEYOR.  We offer services in Letting of Houses and Cottages, House Sales & 
Purchases, Rent Collection & Accounts, Alterations/Improvements, Land Management. 01969-623109.  Leyburn.  

❖ H. A. Green & Sons MEMORIAL STONEMASONS  A Family Firm celebrating 110 years of supplying bespoke 
memorials for all burial grounds, renovations, additional inscriptions and pet stones.   
53 Blossomgate, Ripon, HG4 2AN.  Tel: 01765-602467        Email: hagreensons@yahoo.co.uk 

 
❖ Gavin Smith BUILDING & LANDSCAPING. All types of Building Work undertaken. 07500 907590 or 01969 368352   

e-mail: gav-smith1983@hotmail.com 
❖ R.A. Wheeler Ltd. BUILDING CONTRACTORS Painting and Decorating, Excavation work, Damp proof & Timber 

treatment Specialists.  One off Joinery.  Office Tel. or Fax (01969) 622144. Mobile 07710 163433. Email: - 
rawwhiskers@btconnect.com website: www.raw-construction.com 

❖ TYRE SHOP, BODY SHOP AND CLASSIC CARS, Leyburn Business Park. 01969 624864. All makes of tyres supplied and 
fitted. Bosch and Lucas batteries. Bulbs, wipes, Auto Glyn products. Auto Discount Shop for all your motoring needs. 
Paint and Body Shop.  

❖ HEUGH'S SCRAPYARD. Car & Commercial Dismantlers. On the A684, Harmby, Nr Leyburn. Tel:01969 622284 or 
01677 450609 
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❖ P H MACHIN LTD. Plumbing and Heating Engineers serving Leyburn and the Dales. GASSAFE Reg. Oftec Reg. WRAS 
reg. Biomass approved. All aspects of plumbing and heating covered: Boiler & central heating installations, full 
bathrooms and wet rooms, inc disabled wet room adaptions. Power flushing central heating systems, unvented hot 
water cylinders, air & ground source heat pumps, underfloor heating systems. Grant G-one. 01748 833316. email: 
audrey.machin@btinternet.com. 

❖ STONESCAPES HARD LANDSCAPING AND BUILDING All aspects of traditional building works including barn 
conversions, roofing, porches, extensions, underpinning.  Patios, paths, driveways, walls, dry stone walling, steps, 
excavations, fencing, turfing, low maintenance gardens.  Frank Johnston 01969 640457 or  07803 735000  
www.stonescapes.com                     email frank@stonescapes.com 

❖ THE DALES SWEEP - MARTIN TRADEWELL  A member of the Guild of Master Sweeps. A prompt, reliable service 
from your experienced Dales sweep. Qualified & insured. Bird guards/cowls fitted. Sweeping Coverdale, 
Wensleydale & Swaledale. Phone: 01969 640099. 

❖ R. W. Brown AGRICULTURAL ENGINEER   A.T.V.'s, Tractors, Land Rovers, Machinery etc. repaired & serviced on site 
or in our workshop. Tyres supplied/fitted. Mobile puncture repair service. Quad bikes repaired/serviced. Tel. 01969 
640274 Mobile 07712 677616. 

❖ CLARKSON DAIRY SERVICES Ltd.  Specialists in Milking Machines.  Sales - Service - Installations. Suppliers of quality 
Dairy Chemicals and Paper Towels.  24-hour Breakdown Service. Tel. (01969) 623522 or (01845) 524001.  

❖ ARTISAN LOCKSMITHS your local locksmith in Bedale - Looking for domestic and commercial locksmiths? Call the 
local locksmiths at Artisan Locksmiths on 07595 749 763 for services in Bedale and across North Yorkshire. 

❖ PADDOCK MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS & Rural Contractors – Wide range of services available for large gardens to 

small farms, domestic & commercial clients. Topping, spraying, fertiliser spreading, fencing, harrowing, rolling & 

much more. Visit our Website www.shirecountryservices.co.uk www.shirecountryservices.co.uk    Call 01748 

822767 or 07730 435233 

❖ TheLogCompany.com SEASONED HARDWOOD LOGS. Your local supplier of the finest quality kiln dried, hardwood & 
softwood logs with free delivery. Log stores, kindling, briquettes, smokeless fuels, coal, fire bowls and wood fired hot 
tubs available to buy and hire! Order online TheLogCompany.com www.TheLogCompany.com or call 01748 889298 

❖ ALLUS ARCHITECTS. Conservation Accredited architects in the Yorkshire Dales. Specialising in planning and listed 
building consent within Yorkshire. We undertake new builds-conversions-extensions-reconfiguration-farm buildings-
repair advice to historic buildings and barns. www.allusarchitects.co.uk email louise@allusarchitects.co.uk or call 
07495331480 

 

ANSWERS: 

  

Which bridge?   Queensferry Crossing 

Which stretch of water does it span? Firth of Forth, Scotland 

What year did it open?  2017 

How long is it (to nearest 100m)? 2700m 
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