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MIDDLEHAM

Middleham is situated at the very beginning of
beautiful Coverdale and on the edge of
Wensleydale. Approaching from Masham you can
easily see the confluence of the River Cover & the
River Ure. The best view can be enjoyed from
Ulshaw Bridge. These rivers define the two dales.

The settlement is surrounded by stunning
landscapes and built on a hill gives breathtaking
vistas in every direction. It is easy to understand
the importance of the setting to the builders of the
castle, with its outstanding visibility making it easier
to defend. and protected by two rivers.

The whole of the original settlement of Middleham,
with its high percentage of listed buildings is now
a protected conservation area. This extends from
and includes The Busks, its approach from East
Witton and from the Moor thus ensuring that its
architectural and historical heritage is preserved
for coming generations.

From the Market Cross
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The Castle

The first castle at Middleham was a motte-and-bailey
castle, probably established by Alan, Lord of Richmond
in the eleventh century. Its earthworks survive on the high
ground, known as Williams Hill, to the south west of the
present castle.

The old site was abandoned in the twelfth century when
the existing castle was built. The principle building on the
new site was a massive stone keep which is still the
dominant feature of the castle. The surrounding ranges
were added later, providing new accommodation of a
standard that was palatial for that time.

In the fifteenth century
Middleham Castle was
the home of several of
the greatest lords of the
day and was the
childhood home and
favourite residence of
King Richard I ll. After
that time, when it fell
into disrepair, the castle
was robbed of stone
which was incorporated
in many Middleham
houses. This lovely
castle, is still brimming with atmosphere and the view
from the top of the tower is spectacular.

Richard Il in Middleham Castle

Hospitality
Middleham is well
served with a satisfying
array of pubs and
eateries as well as a
variety of different styles
of accommodation from
small hotels and B&B's
1o self catering
properties.
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Racehorses and Training

Middleham has a long and proud association with the
training of thoroughbred racehorses. Now recognised as
the premier racehorse training centre in the North of
England its links are said, historically, to have started with
the horses bred by the monks of Jervaux Abbey.

There was a racecourse on Middleham High Moor where
frequent meetings were held, the horses were raced in
a series of heats and a good deal of money changed hands.
There are now approximately 600 horses in training in
and around Middleham, they are an amazing sight as daily
they make their way through the town to the training
gallops on the Low Moor. These thoroughbred animals
are beautiful but highly strung and should be admired
from a safe distance.

Racehorses on the Low Moor







